St. James Episcopal Church * Morning Prayer
Worship Leader BC Franson

Processional Hymn WLP 721
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Opening Acclamation: The Glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it
together BCP 75




Confession Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor BCP 79

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and be what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen

Absolution Prayer BCP 80

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter BCP 80

Lord, open our lips

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

Venite BCP 82

Come let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. Let
us come before his presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God and a great King above all gods. In his hand are the caverns
of the earth, and the heights of the hills are his also. The sea is his for he made it, and his
hands have molded the dry land. Come let us bow down and bend the knee and kneel
before the Lord our Maker. For he is our God and we are the people of his pasture and
the sheep of his hand Oh, that today you will harken to his voice.

Psalm 122

'] was glad when they said to me, *
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

2Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;

4 To which the tribes go up,

the tribes of the Lord, *

the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the Lord.

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.



6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
“‘May they prosper who love you.
"Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.
8 For my brethren and companions’ sake, *
| pray for your prosperity.
9Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
| will seek to do you good.”

The Lessons

First Lesson Isaiah 2:1-5

"The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. ?In days to
come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many
peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. “He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. °O
house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

Second Lesson: Romans 13:11-14

"Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; ?the night is
far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light; "3let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not
in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '“Instead, put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Gradual Hymn 65 Prepare the way, O Zion

1 Prepare the way, O Zion!
Ye awful deeps, rise high;
Sink low, ye lofty mountains,
The Lord is drawing nigh;
The righteous King of glory,
Foretold in sacred story.



Refrain:
O blest is he that came
In God the Father's Name!

2 O Zion, he approaches,

Your Lord and King for aye;
Strew palms where he advances,
Spread garments in his way;
God's promise faileth never,
Hosanna sound forever. [Refrain[

3 Fling wide your portals, Zion,

And hail your glorious King;

His tidings of salvation

To every people bring,

Who, waiting still in sadness,

Would sing his praise with gladness. [Refrain]

4 The throne which he ascended

Is fixed in heaven above;

His everlasting kingdom

Is light and joy and love;

Let us his praise be sounding

For grace and peace abounding. [Refrain]

Third Lesson Matthew 24:36-44

36“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. 3’For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the
Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 3°and they knew
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the
Son of Man. 4°Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 'Two
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. “’Keep
awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 3But
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken
into.*4Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.

Sermon

The time has come: Advent, a season of preparation. We prepare for a joyous
celebration of the good news that our God took on human flesh, became one of us,
was born for us, a child.



But before we get to the manger, at the beginning of Advent every year, our lessons
and collect proclaim that Christ will come again to be our judge. We don’t know when.
Maybe right in the middle of our gift-buying and cookie-baking and tree-decorating,
Christ will return in glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead.

Is this really good news?

Every Advent starts, not with a baby shower for a pregnant Mary, not with Joseph the
carpenter assembling a crib, but with Jesus telling us business as usual is coming to
an end.

The theological word for this kind of talk is apocalyptic, and frankly, this apocalyptic
Jesus is a little embarrassing, at least to many of us Episcopalians. We like the gentle
Jesus, the comforting one, who taught by telling stories and never gave exams. We
like the one whose teaching we can turn into helpful advice for how to make our day
just a little bit better, the Jesus whose wisdom sounds plausible to us, the Jesus we
agree with, or, let’s just say it, the Jesus who would agree with us. Sometimes, when
we’re in the mood for it, we even like the angry Jesus flipping over tables in the temple.
“You go, Jesus! You give them what for!”

But this apocalyptic Jesus, who talks of judgment and the end of life as we know it . . .
? We’re not so sure.

For one thing, his timing seems way off. “Therefore you also must be ready,” he says,
“for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” He sounds so certain. And, well,
the longer we wait, the less we may be expecting his return.

One way Christians have tended to resolve the awkwardness of what seems like a
delay is to come to Jesus’ defense and say: what he really means is that Christ comes
among us in unexpected ways, at unexpected times, now. Get ready, because you
never know when Jesus will show up, as Mother Teresa called it, “in his most
distressing disguise.” She knew when she and the sisters of her community served
lepers, the poor, the outcast, they were really serving Christ. And we can too. This is
true. We can recognize and serve the Christ who comes to meet us in the person in
need. Jesus himself said so.

Jesus also said he would come to us in other ways too, ways we might miss if we are
looking only for big, showy, obvious ways. Jesus Christ comes here to meet us today
in bread and wine: the body of Christ for the Body of Christ. So, yes, Jesus Christ
comes among us every day. Again and again, Christ comes again. True. Every day
brings opportunities for us to keep alert, to be on the watch for ways to “seek and serve



Christ in all persons, loving our neighbors as ourselves,” as we promise to do in our
baptismal covenant.

But the Jesus we meet in scripture also seems pretty sure that there’s another coming,
another Advent on the way, someday, when Christ will come again. And then, his
coming will be unmistakable. Not in some “distressing disguise” as a person in need or
in ordinary substances like bread and wine. No, then, Christ will come in glorious
majesty to be our judge. And all our business as usual, all the things we take for
granted as the ways the world works—the way things are, life as we know it—will
cease, and we will stand before our Judge.

And yes, for countless people down through the millennia, the end of life as they knew
it has come through death—when the clock stopped for them, as it very well may do for
us before that final Advent. With no more chances to make things right, to give, to
share, to forgive, to apologize. To let go of our grudges, half-truths, or un-truths. No
more chances to walk in the Lord’s ways, to give up our swords and our spears, or
whatever we use as a sword or a spear, whatever we use to gain the advantage, to
hurt, to keep others at a distance, to engage in wars, real or metaphorical, to wound or
warp or wrangle. No more chances to give up words, wealth, whatever -isms work to
our advantage (and are weapons just as surely as any sword or spear). No more
chances. Time's up. Maybe when we least expect it. Maybe when we are completely
unprepared.

There we will be: before our Judge.

Here is the good news of Advent: our Judge is also our Redeemer. Our Judge is the
very God become incarnate, taking on human flesh, born as a vulnerable baby, who
lived and died as one of us, to reconcile us to God, the maker and redeemer of all. Our
Judge is the very one who came to set us free from the bondage of any sin, anything
that separates us from one another, from being the beloved child of God we were
made to be. Our Judge is the very one who, because of the forgiveness given to us,
frees us from the pretensions and petty efforts we make to puff ourselves up, to
defraud others and ourselves, to offer the paltry defense of saying, “I’'m basically a
good person.” No, St. Paul reminds us. In Romans 3:23, “All have sinned and fallen
short of the glory of God.”

Keeping God’s love and grace and mercy before us can give us the courage to look at
ourselves and see all that Jesus has done for us, all the forgiveness we’'ve needed and
received. The grace of hindsight, of seeing Christ on the cross, of looking at the
wounds of Christ, borne for us, allows us the chance to be honest and say that we



need the grace and mercy of God. And, thanks be to God, God gives us those very
things.

Our Judge is also our Redeemer. And what feels like a delay in his coming, or an
embarrassment, or an impossibility, is actually grace. There is still time to embrace, to
experience the embrace of the one whose judgment is always a call to love, to share
love, know love, live love.

We can take refuge in this truth from Paul’s letter to the Romans: “Who will bring any
charge against God'’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ
Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed
intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? . . . No, in all
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For | am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

The Advent of Christ as a baby is a reason for hope. The Advent of Christ as our
Judge is good news when we cling to the hope we proclaim, as in these words from
one of our eucharistic prayers: “For in these last days you sent [Jesus] to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have
brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.”

Come, Lord Jesus.

The Rev. Dr. Amy Richter is an Episcopal priest and serves as Dean of the School for Ministry of the
Episcopal Church of New Hampshire,

The Apostles Creed BCP 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended to the dead, On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.
Amen

Peace
Announcements



Offertory Hymn WLP 724 “People Look East
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The Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 97
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Suffrage A BCP97

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

And grant us your salvation.

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy

Give peace, O lord in all the world;

For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth.

Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord be forgotten
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away
Create in us clean hearts, O God

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and
put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your
Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Prayers of the People, Form 111 387
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;

That we all may be one.



Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;

That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.

Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Silence

The General Thanksgiving 101

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give
you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving kindness to us
and to all whom you have made. We bless you for your creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we
pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly
thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips,
but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.



A Prayer of St.Chrysostem

Amighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to
make our common supplication to you; and you have promised
through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen

Recessional Hymn 59 “Hark a thrilling voice is sounding” (scroll down)
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Words: Latin, ca. 6th cent.; tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861, alt.
Music: Merton, William Henry Monk (1823-1889); desc. Alan Gray (1855-1935) 87. 87
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Go 1n Peace to love and service the Lord —

Thanks be to God —
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