St. James Episcopal Church * Morning Prayer
Worship Leader Bruce Louwagie

Processional Hymn: (H686) Come, thou fount of every blessing

GOD OF LOVE & MERCY

68 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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I Come. thou Fount of ev-ery bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace:
2 Here I raise to thee an al - tar, hith-er by thy help I've come:
3 O to grace how great a debt - or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be!
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streams of mer - ¢cy. nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est pl'zlisc.

and 1 hope, by thy good plea - sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
Let thy good-ness, like a fet - ter, bind my wan-dering heart to thee;
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Teach me some me - lo-dious son - net, sung by flam-ing tongues a-bove;
Je - sus sought me when a  stran-ger, wan-dering from the fold of God:
prone to wan - der, Lord, T~ feel it, proneto leave the God 1 love:
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praise his name—I'm fixed up - on it— name of God’s re - deem-ing love.
he, to res - cue me from dan - ger, bought me with his pre-cious blood.
here’s my heart, O, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.
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WORDS: Robert Robinson (1735-1790) NETTLETON
MUSIC: John Wyeth's Repository of Sacred Music, 1813 8.7.8.7.D.




Opening Acclamation: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
BCP77

be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer

Confession Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor

BCP 79

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and be what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen

Absolution Prayer BCP 80

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us
in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter BCP 80

Lord, open our lips

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. Glory to the Father, and to
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him.

Jubilate BCP 82

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; serve the Lord with gladness and
come before his presence with a song. Know this: The Lord himself is God;
he himself has made us, and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of his
pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving’ go into his courts with praise; give
thanks to him and call upon his Name. For the Lord is good; his mercy is
everlasting’ and his faithfulness endures from age to age.



Psalm 86:11-17

Inclina, Domine

11 Teach me your way, O LORD,
and I will walk in your truth; *

knit my heart to you that I may fear your Name.

12 T will thank you, O LORD my God, with all my heart, *

and glorify your Name for evermore.

13 For great is your love toward me; *

you have delivered me from the nethermost Pit.

14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God,
and a band of violent men seeks my life; *

they have not set you before their eyes.

15 But you, O LORD, are gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.

16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; *
give your strength to your servant;
and save the child of your handmaid.

17 Show me a sign of your favor,
so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; *

because you, O LORD, have helped me and comforted me.

The Lessons

First Lesson: Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, 16-19

There is no god besides you, whose care is for all people,

to whom you should prove that you have not judged unjustly;

for your strength is the source of righteousness,

and your sovereignty over all causes you to spare all.

For you show your strength when people doubt the completeness of your power,
and you rebuke any insolence among those who know it.

Although you are sovereign in strength, you judge with mildness,

and with great forbearance you govern us;

for you have power to act whenever you choose.



Through such works you have taught your people
that the righteous must be kind,

and you have filled your children with good hope,
because you give repentance for sins.

Second Lesson: Romans 8:12-25

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh--
for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God
are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that
very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in fact, we suffer
with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself
will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of
the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor
pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.

Gradual Hymn: 439 What Wondrous Love is this. Oh My Soul

Scroll down
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caused the Lord of  bliss to lay a - side his crown for my
is the great I AM, while mil - lions join the theme, I will
sing and joy - ful be, and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to lay a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, while mil - lionsjoin the theme I will sing.
on, I'll sing on, and through e -ter-ni - ty UIll sing on
Harmony (the melody is in the tenor)
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1 What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, to
3 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, [l sing on, and
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won-drous love is this, O my soull What won-drous love is this that
God and to the Lamb, 1 will sing. To God and to the Lambwho
when from deathI'm free, I'llsing on. And when from deathI'm free I'll

caused the Lord of  bliss to lay a - side his crown for my
is  the great I AM, while mil - lions join the theme, I will
sing and joy - ful be, and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing

soul, for my soul, to lay a - side his crown for my soul
sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme I will sing.
on, I'll sing on, and through e - ter-ni - ty Ill sing on.
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Words: American folk hymn, ca. 1835
Music: Wondrous Love, from The Southern Harmomy, 1835 129, 12. 129



Third Lesson: Matthew 13:24-30,36-43

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody
was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went
away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as
well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you
not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’
He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you
want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the
weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow
together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into
my barn.’”

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He
answered, “The one who sows the good seed 1s the Son of Man; the field is the
world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the
children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of
Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of
sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

Today's sermon is written by, The Rev’d Charles Hoffacker is the author of A
Matter of Life and Death: Preaching at Funerals.

Of the parables Jesus tells, the one about the weeds growing among the

wheat can be especially troubling. In many readers’ opinion, what we would
prefer to have happen, at least initially, is what the farm hands are ready to
do: pull up the weeds, throw them out, see the world free from the latest set

of scumbags, and do it all immediately! But that is not how the story goes.



The landowner won’t allow such direct action. We need to look at the story

more carefully to understand why.

Let’s look at the weeds first. The gardeners among us may raise a
suspicious eyebrow at the idea of not pulling out the weeds until harvest

time. Certainly this is no way to run a farm!

But consider that the weeds that have grown up in the wheat field are an
annual grass that looks very much likewheat. Distinguishing one from
another in the early stages of growth is practically impossible. Moreover, as
the plants mature, the roots of weeds and wheat intertwine and become
almost inseparable. Yet separating them is necessary. Unless the weeds
are removed, the flour made from the wheat will be ruined by the weeds,
which are both bitter and mildly toxic. The usual solution is to harvest the
plants, spread them on a flat surface, and thenremove the weeds, which by

this time are a different color than the wheat.

So the weeds can be separated only at the proper time, following the
harvest. This brings us to what the landowner says, “Let both of them grow

together until the harvest.”

This teaching now makes sense to us, hopefully, in the context of wheat

growing in a field where there are also weeds.

Where it dismays us is elsewhere in the world. Looking at the news, it
might seem to many of us that weeds are growing like crazy in the
wheatfield of the world! There are plants we may want to yank out by the

roots.



We want the field of the world to flourish with wheat, and not to be troubled

with weeds. That does not seem too much to ask.

The pervasive evil in the world can lead to rage, a feeling of impotence,
even despair about God: Why doesn’'t God do something about these

people? Where is God when people commit horrible crimes?

The parable does not deny that there are weeds in the wheat. It does not
suggest for a moment that the world is free from evil. Instead, the weeds
are only too visible. The landowner knows what’s happened: “An enemy
has done this!” Yes, the world is a terrible, broken place. What is meant to

be a wheat field is hosting countless weeds.

And yet we hear from the landowner this instruction: “Let both grow
together until the harvest.” This may perplex us. This may baffle us. It
sounds like the landowner is resigned to letting his fertile field become little

more than a weed patch.

As we have looked carefully at the weeds, now we must look carefully at a
word. The word is one which is often rendered “let”: “Let both grow together
until the harvest.” The original Greek word has a wide range of meanings.
One major meaning is “let” as in the sense of “pardon” or “forgive.” It is with
this meaning that the word appears in the Lord’s Prayer, in that sentence
where we say, “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against

”

us.

This parable invites us to the patience of discipleship. The very real evil
that others do is not to be answered by pulling out the weeds, by attacking

and destroying the people responsible. Doing so only adds to the harm.



Instead, our response is to be one of forgiveness, and a willingness to trust
in the purposes of God who will winnow the wheat and the weeds at the
harvest time. The passage goes on to explain that once this harvest is in,
the weeds will be recognized for what they are and thrown into the fire.

There’s mercy, yes, but there’s also justice.

Why this delay, then? Everywhere in the world, the weeds and the wheat
are growing together, sometimes in dramatic, horrible ways; sometimes in
ugly, everyday ways. Why not do something about it now? St. Augustine, in
commenting on this parable asks and answers the same question: “There
is this difference between people and real grain and real weeds, for what
was grain in the field is grain and what were weeds are weeds. But in the
Lord’s field, which is the Church, at time what was grain turns into weeds,
and at times what were weeds turn into grain; and no one knows what they

will be tomorrow.”

God gives us all amazing latitude to make choices, to do right, even to do
wrong, to the point of inflicting grievous harm on others and on ourselves.
Often we would like the Lord to hurl thunderbolts—only at our enemies, of

course. But the record indicates that God works differently than that.

The most convincing entry in this record is the story of Jesus. Nowhere
does he even suggest that in this life we get paid back in kind for the evil
we have done. Instead, he goes around telling strange and scandalous
parables about patience and forgiveness, like the one about a landowner
who suffers the weeds and wheat to grow together through the many

months leading up to harvest.



But Jesus doesn’t rest content with parables. When his enemies nail him to
the cross, he forgives them. Risen from the dead, he forgives those
disciples who skipped out in his hour of need, and he sets them up in the
business of spreading his forgiveness to anybody who needs it—which is to

say everybody.

Forgiveness and forbearance are God’s way of working with our broken

world.

Our preoccupation with the problem of weeds must not prevent us from
recognizing the wondrous conclusion of the parable: how indeed the
harvest happens, an abundance of wheat is gathered in, enough to make
landowner and farm hands rejoice together. And so the parable ends on a
note of brilliant triumph about that harvest: “the righteous will shine like the

sun in the kingdom of their father!”

The Apostles Creed BCP 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead,
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life
everlasting. Amen

Peace of the lord be with you

Announcements
Offertory (suspended)



The Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 97
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrage B BCP98

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Day by day we bless you;

We praise your Name for ever.

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

For we put our trust in you.

In you, Lord, is our hope.

And we shall never hope in vain.

The Collect of the Day: Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our
necessities before we ask and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our
weakness, and mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare
not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People, Form 711 387

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;

That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;



That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.

Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Silence

The General Thanksgiving 101

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give
you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving kindness to us and
to all whom you have made. We bless you for your creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray,
give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful
hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our
lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostem



Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to
make our common supplication to you; and you have promised through
your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in
his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our
desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world
knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen

Recessional Hymn: 671 Amazing Grace

AMAZING GRACE

NEW BRITAIN
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1. A - maz - ing grace! How sweet the sound That saved *a
2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, And grace my
3. The Lord has prom-ised good to me, His word my
4. Through man - y dan - gers, toils, and snares, | hawve al -
5. When we've been there ten thou - sand vyears, Bright shin - ing
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1. wretch  like mel I once was lost, but
2. fears re - lieved: How pre - cious did that
3. hope se - cures; He  will nmy shield and
4. read - y come; ‘Tis grace has  brought me
5. as the  sunm, We've no less days to
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1. now am found, Was blind but now | see.
2. grace ap - pear The hour I first  be - lieved!
3. por - tion be As long as life en - dures.
4, safe thus far, And grace will lead me home.
5. sing God's praise Than when we'd first be - gun.

*Alternate text: “and set me frea!”

Text: Chd; verses 1-4, John Mewton, 1725-1807; verse 5, anon., fr. A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790,
Music: Columbian Harmaony, 1629,

Go in Peace to love and service the Lord —

Thanks be to God
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