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Processional Hymn:  (H686) Come, thou fount of every blessing 

 



Opening Acclamation:   Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of 

my heart    BCP77 

be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer   

 

Confession  Let us confess our sins against God and our 

neighbor   BCP 79 

 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and be what we 

have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and 

we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen 

 

Absolution Prayer         BCP 

80 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the 

Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter       BCP 80 

 

 Lord, open our lips 

 And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  Glory to the 

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen  

 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him. 

 

Jubilate                 BCP 82 

 Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; serve the Lord with 

gladness and come before his presence with a song.  Know this: The 

Lord himself is God; he himself has made us, and we are his; we are 

his people and the sheep of his pasture.  Enter his gates with 



thanksgiving’ go into his courts with praise; give thanks to him and 

call upon his Name.  For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting’ 

and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  

Psalm 67 

Deus misereatur 

1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, * 

show us the light of his countenance and come to us. 

2 Let your ways be known upon earth, * 

your saving health among all nations. 

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

let all the peoples praise you. 

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 

for you judge the peoples with equity 

and guide all the nations upon earth. 

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

let all the peoples praise you. 

6 The earth has brought forth her increase; * 

may God, our own God, give us his blessing. 

7 May God give us his blessing, * 

and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 

 The Lessons 

First Lesson: Isaiah 56:1,6-8 

Thus says the LORD: 

Maintain justice, and do what is right, 



for soon my salvation will come, 

and my deliverance be revealed. 

And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

and to be his servants, 

all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 

and hold fast my covenant-- 

these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

will be accepted on my altar; 

for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

for all peoples. 

Thus says the Lord GOD, 

who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

I will gather others to them 

besides those already gathered. 

 

Second Lesson: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am 

an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of 

Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were 

once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of 

their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, 

by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For 

God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to 

all. 

Gradual Hymn: 439  ”What Wondrous Love is this. Oh My Soul”  

Verses 1, 3 and 4 in the Episcopal Hymnal version 



 

 

 

 



Third Lesson: Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28 

[Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and 

understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, 

but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the 

disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the 

Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He 

answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will 

be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And 

if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” But 

Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are 

you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever 

goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 

But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is 

what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, 

adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what 

defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 

Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started 

shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 

tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his 

disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 

shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 

the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, 

“Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s 

food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 

dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus 

answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as 

you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

 

Today's sermon is written by, Rev’d Jazzy Bostock is a kanaka mail woman 
and serves two communities in Wai’anae on the west side of Oahu, St. 

John the Baptist Episcopal Church and Maluhia Lutheran Church.   



The story of Joseph is such a beautiful one. Perhaps you know the story 

from the musical, “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.” 

There’s something about putting bible stories to music that helps them stick 

in our heads and our hearts a different way. And, if you’ve never seen the 

movie, you now have a plan for tonight!  

Here’s a little recap of the story of Joseph and his brothers.  Joseph, his 

father’s favorite, had these dreams that proved prophetic. Now the sibling 

jealousy got so bad that the brothers decided first to kill Joseph, and then, 

in a moment that might be interpreted as God’s providence, to sell him into 

slavery instead. But Jospeh just becomes the poster boy for making it from 

rags to riches. After being thrown in jail, Joseph continues to dream, and 

his dreams get him an audience with Pharoah. Lo and behold, he becomes 

Pharoah’s right man.  

Now, he is in a position of power, and his brothers are in need. The 

desperate brothers come to Egypt, in hopes that they might find some food 

to save their lives. And Joseph meets them, but the brothers don’t 

recognize him. After testing the brothers, and seeing that they have 

changed, Joseph decides to reveal himself. Now, let’ s admit this is a 

complicated family! Remember their sibling rivalry the next time your kids 

or grandkids can’t seem to get along!  

 

In today’s portion of the story, we see Joseph reveal himself to his brothers. 

First, he gives them all a little space from prying eyes by sending everyone 

away. And then he weeps, telling them who he is. And then he says one of 

the most stunning sentences: “Come closer to me.” So simple, but so 



beautiful. Can you imagine? These brothers have betrayed Joseph in the 

deepest way. They have hurt him profoundly. And yet here Joseph is, 

beckoning them closer. It’s the opposite of what many of us want to do 

when we have been hurt.  

The sentence is small in the story, but the lesson reaches deep into the 

heart. We live in an age where there are deep divisions—where we feel 

wronged by others, rightly or wrongly. We live in a time when so many have 

chosen to cut off those who think or feel or behave differently from them—

even when that difference is in their own family. Here, we are given a 

completely different witness. One that draws closer instead of pulling away. 

One that invites in after hurt and betrayal. One that steps into relationship, 

instead of stepping away from it. One that keeps open the possibility of 

change. 

We see something similar in today’s gospel lesson – Jesus and the 

Canaanite woman draw near to each other, even through a profound 

disagreement. They hold very different worldviews, and yet neither one of 

them walks away. They listen, interact, and ultimately come together and 

share in the healing that needs to happen. It happens not despite their 

difference, but through it. 

All of us have others about whom we hold judgements. And all of us have 

been deeply wounded by someone near and dear to our hearts. What 

might it be like to beckon them closer, to allow a relationship to take root 

and develop in the soil of past disappointments. I wonder how we might be 

changed by drawing nearer to one another instead of distancing ourselves. 

To find healing we have to get close: close to our hurt, close to our hopes, 



close to our longing for healing, and when it is right, close again to the 

person with whom relationship has been lost.   

Joseph could have sent his brothers away. In fact, they never would have 

realized who it was they had spoken to had he sent them away. Joesph 

would’ve been able to keep being “right,” to have come out on top, and his 

brothers almost certainly would have died, returning to the land reeling from 

famine when they had exhausted their resources.  

Instead, with all his power—with all his favor from Pharoah and his capacity 

to control the food of the region—Joesph beckons to the siblings he once 

loved and grew up with, the ones who hurt him and even tried to kill him—

and asks them to come closer to him. He crosses over the divide, showing 

them a bridge back to one another. He shows us what it is like to forgive.  

Perhaps this morning you find yourself divided from someone—maybe a 

friend or family member or maybe even someone in this church. Maybe it’s 

a long-standing divide, fueled by wrongs that happened decades ago. Or 

maybe it’s more recent, a crack between you that gets solidified every day. 

Maybe it’s over something that feels huge—a betrayal of massive 

proportion, a real wrongdoing—or maybe it’s over something smaller—a 

personality trait that grates you the wrong way, one irritation too many. 

Maybe you find yourselves in opposite places on the political spectrum, 

each completely baffled by the conclusions of the other.  

Whatever your specific situation, bring that person and the issue that you 

have with them to your mind for a moment. Picture their face, their smile. 

Now, imagine saying, “Come closer to me.”  



It’s hard work, certainly. But it’s also certainly holy work. Joseph shows us 

the profound healing that came to his whole family because of his 

willingness to be vulnerable, his willingness to draw closer, not separate.  

I don’t know your situation of division—only you do. And God doesn’t call 

us to stay or go back into places of abuse or mistreatment.  

But if that is not your story, then consider the story of Joseph. Is it perhaps 

time for you, too, to draw closer? Forgiveness and healing come hand in 

hand. In a world that so needs to be healed, perhaps we can offer 

forgiveness. As Joseph did. And as Jesus commanded us to do, not once, 

not seven times, but seventy times seven times. Amen.  

 

 The Apostles Creed          BCP 96 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead, 

On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life 

everlasting.  Amen  

 

Peace of the lord be with you 

 

Announcements 

Offertory    (suspended)  
 
The Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer          BCP 97 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

       

Suffrage B          BCP98 

 

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

Day by day we bless you; 

We praise your Name for ever.  

Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

For we put our trust in you. 

In you, Lord, is our hope. 

And we shall never hope in vain. 

  

The Collect of the Day:  Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for 

us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive 

thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps 

of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

 The Prayers of the People,  Form  III  387 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 



Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

 

The General Thanksgiving     101   

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give 

you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving kindness to us and 

to all whom you have made.  We bless you for your creation, 

preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 

immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 

Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  And, we pray, 

give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful 

hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our 

lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostem  

    

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to 

make our common supplication to you; and you have promised through 

your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in 

his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our 



desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world 

knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Recessional Hymn:  671 Amazing Grace 

 

 

 Go in Peace to love and service the Lord –  

Thanks be to God  
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